INTRODUCTION

THE poets of the seventeenth century, excluding Milton, may
be broadly divided into three groups: those who cling to the
ideals of a past age, those who are influenced by modern,
revolutionary example, and those who look forward to the
poetry of the future. They are the Spenserians, the followers
of Jonson and Donne, and the "transitional" or early
Augustan poets. Of the first class the chief representatives
are Giles and Phineas Fletcher, William Browne, and George
Wither. The second group may be subdivided into Cavalier
lyrists and sacred poets, the former holding mainly from
Jonson, the latter deriving from, Donne. Hernck, Carew,
Suckling, and Lovelace are the best-known Cavaliers, and
George Herbert, Vaughan, Crashaw, and Traherne the leading
divine poets. Among the first consistent users *of the heroic
couplet, the writers of "smooth1* verse, Waller must be
counted foremost, with Cowley, Denham, and D'Avenant as
the other prominent members of his group. One class does
not necessarily exclude another, but the divisions are at least
historical, and form a better means of distinguishing the poets
than by reckoning all, or almost all, as "Metaphysicals." The
truth is that the term "metaphysical" does not sufficiently
and finally characterize the poets of the time: the metaphysical
style, established if not introduced by Donne, is more a potent
influence, to which most in varying degrees succumb, than the
ejitjxe guiding principle and source of their art/
^ Plainly, the distinctive character of the century in poetry
must be looked for in the work o| tjxe second group, who are
neither retrospective nor futurist., (Here it is possible to see
the religious poetry and the courtly "poetry of love as merely
two sides of the sarafe Ajrtfe&ical nature. .FbrSMfet^o strains
are not sharply divided^ afhey intermingle, 8r Alternately
hold sway, in the same man and the same .-volume. One half
of Donne's poetry is expression of the love of woman, the other
of the love of God. Ben Jonson, whose best lyrics are of love,
is also the author of a series of divine poems. Henick,
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